Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 290 K; mean (C-C) = 0.010 Å; disorder in solvent or counterion; R factor = 0.070; wR factor = 0.205; data-toparameter ratio = 12.7.
The carboxylic acid molecule of the title compound, C 11 H 20 NO 5 PÁ0.25CH 2 Cl 2 , exists as a zwitterion with the H atom of the phosphonate group being transferred to the imine N atom. In the asymmetric unit, there are two crystallographically independent acid molecules adopting the same absolute configuration and differing slightly in their geometrical parameters. In each molecule, the imino and carboxyl groups are connected via an intramolecular N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bond. Intermolecular O-HÁ Á ÁO and N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds induce the formation of layers parallel to the ab plane. The dichloromethane solvent molecule, with a site occupancy of 0.5, is located between the layers. Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). istry at the α-carbon atom plays an important role in the biological activity of the molecule, the synthesis of chiral α-aminophosphonates and α-aminophosphonic acids has been a focus of considerable attention in synthetic organic chemistry as well as in modern pharmaceutical chemistry. This is underlined by an increasing number of industrial applications in the field of the synthesis of enantio enriched α-aminophosphonic acid derivatives (Kafarski & Lejczak, 2001; Troev, 2006; Naydenova et al., 2010) . This, together with their low mammalian toxicity makes the α-aminophosphonic acids an important class of antimetabolites and a potential source of medicinal lead compounds (Naydenova et al., 2008; Orsini et al., 2010) . 0.110 (7) 0.090 (6) 
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